
Permitting Services

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the Department of Permitting Services is to
provide the highest quality of public service while ensuring
compliance with Montgomery County's development and
construction standards.

BUDGET OVERVIEW
The total recommended FY05 Operating Budget for the
Department of Permitting Services is $20,614,850, an increase
of $1,145,320 or 5.9 percent from the FY04 Approved Budget
of $19,469,530. Personnel Costs comprise 83.6 percent of the
budget for 190 full-time positions and one part-time position for
188.9 workyears. Operating Expenses account for the remaining
16.4 percent of the FY05 budget.

PROGRAM CONTACTS
Contact Maggie Orsini of the Department of Permitting
Services at 240.777.6356 or Jennifer R. Bryant of the Office of
Management and Budget at 240.777.2761 for more information
regarding this department's operating budget.

PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS
Land Development
The Land Development program is responsible for ensuring the
protection of the County's water resources and the safety of
residents through its engineering and inspection functions
related to stormwater management, sediment control, floodplain
management, well-and-septic systems approval, stormdrain
design, and work in the public right-of-way.

FY05 Recommended Changes

Expenditures WYs

FY04 Approved 5,704,930 59.5
Miscellaneous adjustments, including 
negotiated compensation changes, employee 
benefit changes, and changes due to staff 
turnover 489,230 0.0

FY05 CE Recommended 6,194,160 59.5

Casework Management
The Casework Management program is responsible for
educating the development community about the permitting
process, assisting applicants with the intake and issuance of
permits, keeping applicants informed of the status of their
permits, and resolving issues that impede permitting efficiency.
The program is also charged with enforcement of the County's
Zoning Ordinance by reviewing building applications for
zoning compliance and investigating zoning complaints.
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Trends

Program Summary Expenditures WYs
Land Development 6,194,160 59.5
Casework Management 4,666,220 54.6
Building Construction 5,977,150 60.0
Administration 3,777,320 14.8

Totals 20,614,850 188.9
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FY05 Recommended Changes

Expenditures WYs

FY04 Approved 4,341,760 53.6

Increase Cost: FY05 costs for FY04 residential 
fire sprinkler supplemental 59,690 0.0
Miscellaneous adjustments, including 
negotiated compensation changes, employee 
benefit changes, and changes due to staff 
turnover 264,770 1.0

FY05 CE Recommended 4,666,220 54.6

Building Construction
The mission of the Division of Building Construction is to
ensure public safety through effective and uniform
administration and enforcement of construction codes and
standards. The Building Construction program is responsible for
engineering plan review and construction inspection related to
the administration and enforcement of building, structural,
electrical, mechanical, fire-safety, energy conservation, and
accessibility codes and standards. This program also provides
public service in the form of educational seminars and
preliminary construction-design consultations and participates
in the development of national, State, and local building codes
and standards.

FY05 Recommended Changes

Expenditures WYs

FY04 Approved 5,766,370 60.0

Increase Cost: FY05 costs for FY04 residential 
fire sprinkler supplemental 71,740 0.0
Miscellaneous adjustments, including 
negotiated compensation changes, employee 
benefit changes, and changes due to staff 
turnover 139,040 0.0

FY05 CE Recommended 5,977,150 60.0

Administration
The Administration program provides policy development and
leadership for all programs within the department. Staff
specialists are responsible for a full range of administrative,
financial, and budgetary tasks, including daily operations,
automation, human resources management, management
services, community outreach, and customer service.

FY05 Recommended Changes

Expenditures WYs

FY04 Approved 3,656,470 16.1

Increase Cost: Annualization of FY04 lapsed 
positions 8,650 0.2

Decrease Cost: Elimination of one-time items in 
FY04 -2,390 0.0
Miscellaneous adjustments, including 
negotiated compensation changes, employee 
benefit changes, and changes due to staff 
turnover 114,590 -1.5

FY05 CE Recommended 3,777,320 14.8
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BUDGET SUMMARY
Actual Budget Estimated Recommended % Chg
FY03 FY04 FY04 FY05 Bud/Rec

PERMITTING SERVICES
  EXPENDITURES
    Salaries and Wages 11,193,424 12,074,750 12,003,975 12,833,380 6.3%
    Employee Benefits 3,316,938 3,933,400 4,001,325 4,403,010 11.9%
    Permitting Services Personnel Costs 14,510,362 16,008,150 16,005,300 17,236,390 7.7%
    Operating Expenses 2,806,799 3,461,380 3,481,590 3,378,460 -2.4%
    Capital Outlay 0 0 0 0 —
    Permitting Services Expenditures 17,317,161 19,469,530 19,486,890 20,614,850 5.9%
  PERSONNEL
    Full-Time 188 189 189 190 0.5%
    Part-Time 1 1 1 1 —
    Workyears 186.8 189.2 189.2 188.9 -0.2%
  REVENUES
    Civil Penalties/Fines 101,425 46,000 138,290 141,610 207.8%
    Investment Income 170,710 430,000 111,360 113,700 -73.6%
    Information Requests 13,141 5,170 42,960 43,990 750.9%
    Building Permits 8,185,486 10,465,000 9,786,070 10,020,940 -4.2%
    Use & Occupancy Permits 233,304 322,000 202,380 207,240 -35.6%
    New Zoning Permit Fee 0 143,750 95,540 95,540 -33.5%
    Residential Fire Sprinkler Systems 0 0 109,580 112,210 —
    Fire Code Enforcement Fees 424,499 460,000 419,100 429,160 -6.7%
    Miscellaneous/Fee Increase 103,543 0 0 0 —
    Mechanical Inspection Fees 77,721 460,000 531,930 544,700 18.4%
    Electrical Contractors Licenses 125,072 115,000 122,470 125,410 9.1%
    Automation Surcharge 1,664,411 1,840,000 1,906,430 1,952,180 6.1%
    Electrical Individual Licenses 0 184,000 170,390 174,480 -5.2%
    Electrical Permits 1,780,627 2,093,000 1,838,610 1,882,740 -10.0%
    Grading/SD/Paving/Driveway Permits 2,500,719 2,875,000 2,473,070 2,532,420 -11.9%
    Sediment Control Permits 2,455,695 2,242,500 2,060,690 2,110,150 -5.9%
    Stormwater Management Concept Fees 211,434 242,650 246,390 252,300 4.0%
    Flood Plain Permits 20,652 27,250 20,390 20,880 -23.4%
    Flood Plain Verification and Study Fees 25,355 46,000 19,400 19,870 -56.8%
    Well and Septic 443,404 423,000 328,270 336,150 -20.5%
    Scavenger (W&S) 7,700 5,030 7,000 7,170 42.5%
    Preliminary Water Quality Review 13,007 55,200 19,480 19,950 -63.9%
    Final Water Quality Fee 26,687 53,300 66,810 68,410 28.3%
    Vendor Operations & Licensing Fee 30,730 31,450 31,470 32,230 2.5%
    Zoning and Sign Permits (ROW) 96,118 124,200 176,940 181,190 45.9%
    Benefit Performances 2,640 2,690 2,880 2,950 9.7%
    Overtime Offset Fee 310,228 517,500 401,940 411,590 -20.5%
    Permit Fees from Tax Supported Agencies 66,006 0 0 0 —
    Permitting Services Revenues 19,090,314 23,209,690 21,329,840 21,839,160 -5.9%
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